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PROGRAM NOTES

The Great Migration*, when six million African Americans relocated from rural Southern States to the
Northeast, Midwest, and West (from the 1910s through the 1960s), is the historical and social event
that forms the programmatic foundation for this composition, “One-way Ticket: on a poem by Langston
Hughes and inspired by The Migration Series paintings of Jacob Lawrence”. However, as is obvious
from reading the title, it is not the actual events but rather these artist’s interpretations that provided
the inspiration for this work, continuing the never-ending cycle of art inspiring art.

Jacob Lawrence was also inspired by Hughes’ writing in 1948, when he painted “One-Way Ticket”, an
illustration of Hughes’ poem of the same name. However, Lawrence had already explored this
important part of American history in 1940-41 when he painted the breathtakingly beautiful The
Migration Series. Elizabeth Hutton Turner states, “In Lawrence’s hands, the migration became an epic,
something comprehensive, timely, and timeless.”

In no way does this work attempt to express Hughes’ words in music or capture the grandeur of
Lawrence’s 60 painting series. It is simply an emotional response to the feelings felt while researching
the history of the migration, exploring Hughes’ poetic expression, and viewing the awe-inspiring
display of humanity in Lawrence’s work.

Added to the mix are the sounds of train horns (which is also a direct reference to one of the solo
instruments). Although the Hexatone (H6) wasn’t developed by Robert E. Swanson until 1948-49, this
chord, and the many variations that came after, still represents the sound of trains in America to this
day. Each movement is based on the H6 or one of the variations of the H5 chord. Although these
chords may appear in their original spelling, this is not their typical use. One example of how they
influenced the piece would be to create a chord for each note of the H6, thus building a progression
based on the notes of the chord (or using the notes of these chords to build a “scale” used to structure
the melodies). Many such theoretical structures were used to organize the composition.

As this composition is rooted in American history and culture, it seemed appropriate to incorporate
Jazz, Rock, and Spiritual, influences. These kinds of influences are common to my music and are
presented here in many different ways, at times easily recognizable and at others more subtle.

*Some historians differentiate between two migrations: Great Migration, 1910-1930 and Second Great
Migration, 1940-1970.



I: “I pick up my life and take it with me”

Inspired by the first stanza of One Way Ticket by Langston Hughes:
| pick up my life,
And take it with me,
And | put it down in
Chicago, Detroit,
Buffalo, Scranton,
Any place that is
North and East,
And not Dixie.

The Migration of the Negro, Panel No. 51 (1940-1941), by Jacob Lawrence
“In many cities in the North where the Negroes had been overcrowded in their own living
quarters they attempted to spread out. This resulted in many of the race riots and the bobbing
of Negro homes.”

and the spiritual tradition.

II: “I pick up my life and take it on the train”

Inspired by the second stanza of One Way Ticket by Langston Hughes:
| pick up my life
And take it on the train,
To Los Angeles, Bakersfield,
Seattle, Oakland, Salt Lake i
Any place that is D
North and West, fritan e
And not South.

and The Migration of the Negro, Panel No. 1 (1940-1941), by Jacob Lawrence
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lI: “I am fed up” F

Inspired by the third stanza of One Way Ticket by Langston Hughes:
| am fed up
With Jim Crow laws,
People who are cruel

And afraid,

Who lynch and run,
Who are scared of me
And me of them

and The Migration of the Negro, Panel No. 15 (1940-1941), by Jacob Lawrence

“Another cause was lynching. It was found that where there had been a lynching, the people

who were reluctant to leave at first left immediately after this.”

Unlike the other movements of this composition, Ill follows a storyline. The movement begins with

a discussion behind closed doors. Meanwhile, families (unknowingly) go about their lives.

situation is not stable, or easy, but life goes on until a terrible act drives home a realization that

means the loss of everything they knew and an immediate departure.

IV: “I pick up my life and take it away” o

Inspired by the final stanza of One Way Ticket by Langston Hughes:
| pick up my life
And take it away
On a one-way ticket- i

Gone up North
Gone out West
Gone

1917-2000) =
of the Negro, Panel no. 55, 1940-1941
iy moved from ot of dos nd cramped ncourbon

and The Migration of the Negro, Panel No. 55 (1940-1941), by Jacob Lawrence

“The Negro being suddenly moved from out of doors and cramped into urban life, contracted a

great deal of tuberculosis. Because of this the death rate was very high.”



PERFORMANCE NOTES

ROLLS, TRILLS & TREMOLOS:

If a wavy line appears above a single note (without a grace note) it identifies a roll.
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If the line appears with a preceding grace note, trill the two indicated pitches. The grace note may
appear above or below the pitch that identifies length. It may also represent a tremolo between
two pitches that are greater than one step apart.
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If the line appears above more than one note, tremolo the pitches - regardless of how many notes
are presented (and depending on the performance practices of that particular instrument).
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If a more specific treatment of an ornamentation is required, it will be clearly notated and/or
explained in the score.

FERMATA:
/A Hold and pause as is common practice.

A\ Short pause.

1 Long pause.

DYNAMICS:
As with the common dynamic marking forte-piano, any dynamic may precede an immediate change
to piano (or pianissimo, etc...). Sudden changes in dynamic may be notated with the dynamic

“on

followed by sub. (abbreviation for subito) or with an “s” preceding the dynamic.

ARTICULATION:
Staccato: In general, staccato in my music means “half the notated value” unless directed
otherwise. However, it is understood that certain performance practices, stylistic considerations,
range, and other factors may need to be taken into consideration when determining appropriate
note length.

TEMPO:
Although this score contains very specific metronomic markings, it is understood that people feel
music in countless ways. Conveying the emotional intent of the music is most important and
therefore, if you, as the performer, feel a section would be more effective a little slower or faster
than what is marked on the page, this is acceptable. If you would like to discuss a tempo change,
please contact the composer, www.robertjbradshaw.com.

METER:
The eighth note remains constant through any and all meter changes unless specifically marked

otherwise.
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Trumpet in C

written for Adam Gautille

Sonata no. 6
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on a poem by Langston Hughes and inspived by
"The Migration Series" paintings of Jacob Lawrence
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